
THE AQUA TOOTER 
Since 1958... a publication from the Aqua Tutus Diving Club, a non-profit organization established to promote Water Safety 
and to further the sport of SCUBA Diving.  

June 2010�

Aqua Tutus Diving Club's  
next regular meeting: 

Thursday, July 1st 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location:  Round Table Pizza 
20920 Redwood Rd.         Castro Valley 

510-733-9500 
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On the web at http://www.aquatutus.com 

BOD MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

July 15  Greg’s house 
Aug 19   Location TBD 

 

 http://www.my.calendars.net/atdc_events  
For the most current information 
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July 17 Point Lobos  
Aug 21 South Monastery 

Sept 11-12 Tahoe 
 

check the club calendar 
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How do you make your best guess if 
the dive trip tomorrow to Monterey 
or the North Coast will be worth the 
travel? Do you sort through all the 
Weather Channel, NOAA (National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration), Navy, or other 
weather and surface-condition pre-
dictions?  OR do you just go the 
“Monterey Sea Conditions at a 
Glance” (http://www.garlic.com/
~triblet/swell/wamglance.html) 

or the North and Central coast equivalent sites – to get an idea of 
diving conditions? 
 

If you use any of these data, come to the July 1 General Meet-
ing, where Chuck Tribolet  will present a program on how to get 
the most out of his website and these other models.  
 

Chuck is the author of the Monterey and North-Coast Sea Condi-
tions websites, where he pulls together the Costal Data Informa-
tion Program (CDIP), Wave Action Models (WAM), and other 
links into one convenient location.  He will show you how to get 
the most out of this information, what the caveats are, and maybe 
increase your odds of making the trip down/up the coast worth-
while, or helping choose the best protected divesite. 
 

Chuck spends most of his weekends in Monterey and other 
coastal sites diving and photographing the wildlife, both under-
water and topside. He has also traveled to dive a number of tropi-
cal locations including Fiji, Cocos Island, Australia, Belize, 
Turks and Caicos, Tahiti, and Hawaii. He has presented to the 
club before, showing the great images he has accumulated, and 
shared his in-depth knowledge of the divesites and critters of the 
Monterey peninsula. His knowledge, humor, and interesting pres-
entations always make his program entertaining. 
 

Come and join Chuck and other club members at the July meet-
ing to learn how to make the most of your dive days. As Chuck 
says .. "It's not about diving all of the good days, but rather 
diving none of the bad ones." 
�
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At the June 3 General Meeting, the program was our biannual 
“Member’s Night” – the opportunity for members to share their 
own images and video and tell their fun and interesting stories.  
This time we had two great presentations by Linda Muth and 
Larry Muth. 
 

Larry had a collection 
of three videos. The 
first was shot at the 
club dive at Coral 
Street this past April. It 
was a beautiful day 
topside, with flat seas 
and the bay sparse 
with kelp due to the 
early season. The lack 
of kelp gave excellent 
light of the bottom topography, but the visibility was not so great. 
The video captured an encounter with a harbor seal, which often 
follows divers there. Larry had a great shot of a cabezon, very 
well camouflaged in the coralline algae. There were lots of small 
critters – hermit crabs, nudibranchs, anemones, etc. From depth, 
the kelp and surface looked very nice. Only Larry and Linda 
showed up for the dive, and the club got the bone award that 
month for missing such a great dive. 
 
Larry’s second video short was a fun segment taken during a club 
snorkel-dive, where we suited up at San Carlos, walked down 
Cannery Row to McAbee, where we snorkeled and drifted down 
along the old cannery ruins back to San Carlos. The video cap-
tured Dennis’ instruction on how to don an old-style horsecollar 
BC (snorkeling vest). It has lots of straps, however, and requires 
some “delicate maneuvers” to pass them under the crotch !.  The 
third segment was taken at San Carlos patch reef, and showed the 
variety of marine life that one can see in the many habitats that 
exists in this relatively small area. 
 

Linda then showed a very nice collection of still images taken at a 
variety of dive sites in our local area. Linda shoots with a Sea 
&Sea DX-1G camera & housing with a YS-27 strobe. It’s a nice 
compact system that does both moderate wide angle and macro - 
and all shots in-between. A few of the images are shown in this 
report, but they are only a taste of the many beautiful images she 
showed. Memorable to me were the scenic shots of “god rays” 
shining through the kelp, metridium anemone set beautifully 
against the emerald water, and some beautiful white nudibranchs. 
Linda managed to get a nice exposure balance between the back-
ground water column and the foreground of reef, kelp, anemone, 
or other main subjects. Beside the wide-angle scenics, she had 
some very nice portraits of rockfish, cabezon, and our large green 
anemone, as well as a number of nice macro shots, including a 
small baby star nestled in a forest of coralline algae. 
 

Thanks very much to Larry and Linda for sharing their work with 
us. Later this year, in October or so, we’ll have our second mem-
ber’s night of the year. So swim out, dive, shoot lots of stills or 
video, and bring your stories and images to the meeting this fall! 
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Meeting called to order by President Jim Driggers at Round Ta-
blePizza in Castro Valley, CA at 7:45 pm. 
 

We have four guests:  
Emily and Mom Ellen – Emily is an AOW  passionate diver 
and needs buddies.  Learned in Catalina and took her AOW in 
San Diego. 
Idona and Zach – Idona is a Marine Biology major diving and 
working with Jim Steele.  Zack is a diving addict.  Works for the 
city – has a sail boat which is another addiction. 
 

Entertainment for This Evening is member’s night.  Larry 
Muth is doing Coral Street. And Linda has a DVD on California 
diving. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Greg) Total Funds $8,340.54 
 

Membership (Debbie Driggers) We have 54 members.   
 

Training (Dennis Hocker) 
· Weekend in Tahoe has been re- scheduled for the weekend 

before Labor Day, August 28-29, since Dennis will be out of 
the country during the after-Labor Day weekend.  Eliminates 
the conflict with Vaqueros del Mar trip, Sept 11-14.   

· Looking at starting Advanced  Open Water diver class…which 
includes courses such as Navigation, Altitude, etc.  The AOW 
class will do 4 of the 5 required dives in Tahoe and the night 
dive the following week in Monterey.  If anyone is interested 
in an enriched air class, please talk to Dennis—has one student 
signed up already. 

For more information on training contact Neil Benjamin (510) 
673-0073 neil.benjamin@lamrc.com or Dennis Hocker (510) 
792-5606 dennis@rxscuba.com 
 

CenCal (Position not filled)  
 

Newsletter (Don Kelsey)   
May tutor is up on the web. Need input by the 20th for the June 
Tutor. 
 

Web Goddess (Patti Shannon) 
Tutor is up on the web.  
 

Entertainment Report (Alan Throop) 
July Chuck Tribolet’s sea dip and wave action model and 
 how to use it. 
August Neil will do Cozumel. 
September Open, Trying to get Eric Chang. 
October Members night 
November – Caves and Caverns by Neil.  
December no meeting. 
 

Special Committee 
Holiday party is on December 11th at La Cabana in Newark. 
 

Old Business 
Copies of the Cencal financial reports are on the table. 
Board Members at large -- Larry, Fritz and Matt have agreed to 
continue and were voted in. 
 
New Business   None 

Past Dives 
· Neil, Fritz, Chris and friend Tiffany, at Monastary.  Fritz esti-

mated visibility at 50+ feet.  Oliver took them to the trench on 
the south side.  Dropped on the edge of the trench.  There’s a 
nice rock reef.  At 167 ft still quite light.   

· Barb and Neil went to Florida for the cave diving spring work-
shop.  Bob Sheridan was there.  Kevin Gerr, gave a good lec-
ture; V43 Computers, re-breathers.  Others present; Wess Skiles 
(The Cave & Water’s Journey – Discovery Channel), Dive 
Right.  A number of interesting lectures; Jenny Springs, Hot 
Springs.  First 100 feet (little heart and black lagoon – nice 
steps..your feet disappear on the first step..like swimming in a 
cup of coffee…if you lose the line feel the tree trunk..about 20-
30 feet down it clears up.  Downstream is a line with petrified 
manatee bones, turtle shells…they tried to avoid joining them.  
The Other entrance was a ripping current…went almost thru to 
Black Lagoon on that dive.  When they hit 1/3 in, turned around. 

· Cow Spring – Chimney..beautiful clay banks..have to avoid get-
ting into suspension.  Initials carve in banks were DIC..a brazil-
ian caver.  Michalengelo…took down prepared clays and re-
paired the bank.  Owned by the NSS   http://www.caves.org/
preserves/    and has a ½”  rope and can pull instead of swim-
ming.  1800’ in less than 100’ down.  One of the group lost sight 
of the line, then went around and trying to find the line—so all 
abandoned the dive.  71 – 72 degrees all year and all wear dry 
suits.  Typical cave dive between 1 – 2 hours.  Guys with the 
rebreathers 3-4 hours. 

· Larry, Salt Point.  Had some rain.  Clear blue water in Gerstle 
Cove.  Saturday headed down, winds blowing, 6 foot waves, 
cove turning brown.  Linda and Larry buddied up and struggled 
to get in over the rocks.  3’ visibility.  Kicked out to the rescue 
skidoo…went SE by the rocks.  Reef Check was out there trying 
to do their thing.  The surge was running 5’ each direction.   
Kicked back on compass, shallower and rougher, come up to the 
surface and were at the north side. The cove is a godsend to aba-
lone…10” are easy to see everywhere. 

· Jim and Bruce went straight out of the cove 1 hour long dive – 
48 degrees.  Visibility about 10’.  A bit surgy. 

· Meredith last Sunday went out on Beach Hopper II.   Visibility 
was about 15’.  Did the Aquarium;  nudibranchs, rock fish, ot-
ters, seals.  Outer El Torito was the first dive.  Actually took wet 
gear out of the car. 

· Matt’s been hitting all the reef check dives.  Last weekend Lo-
bos middle reef just outside Whaler’s Cove.  Took the right side 
by the coal shoot over/under kelp.  Very cold.  Long, long, beau-
tiful dives.  End of last dive, winding up the tape…looked up 
and buddy pointing to huge blood red and black ling cod “just 
looking at me”…had followed the end of the tape 100 feet, 
about 7 meters of visibility. 46-48 degrees.  Dives at Stillwater 
Cove – 44 – 46 degrees.  30 – 50 foot visibility at Pescadero…
that whole part of Carmel is completely different formations.  
Pretty rugged, drop offs of 7 or 8 feet.  Lots of pinnacle forma-
tions.  Broke the new transect tape.  Huge cabezon out there 
also. 

· Alan was getting some quality time with his housing at San Car-
los…the  last 3 – 4weeks there are hundreds of juvenile sea li-
ons…and a lot of big adult males.  There had to be 100 at San 
Carlos all along the rocks.   

· Susan went up to Fort Bragg.  Lost her weight belt 10’ from the 
boat and never got down.  Fellow divers from China that had 
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Jim Driggers called the meeting to order at 7: 09 pm. Present were 
Connie Klein, Patti Shannon, Dennis Hocker, Alan Throop,  Jim 
Driggers 
 

Entertainment (Alan Throop)  
July  Chuck Tribolet’s Wave Model 
August Neil 
September  Show, Sell, Tell  

October Member’s night 
November Neil 
Call out to Eric Chang  (need to call club 
members and create flier if we get some-
one like Eric)   
James Moskito has joined shark diving 
(Global Adventures) may do a program 
for us.   
Amos Nachoum (Scuba Diving Maga-
zine).   
Kristin Ailee, diving related injuries is a 
possibility. 
 

Treasury (Greg Gleeson), No Report                
 

Membership (Debbie Driggers) , No Report 
 

Director of Training (Dennis Hocker) 
August 28-29 (Weekend before Labor Day) AOW class and Alti-
tude specialty training at Tahoe.  Should not conflict with  Lake 
Tahoe Shakespeare festival, http://
www.laketahoeshakespeare.com/tickets, which appears to end 
August 22nd. 
   
Newsletter (Don Kelsey), No Report 
 

Webgoddess (Patti Shannon) 
All meeting dates are up on the website.   
 

Special Committee: Holiday Party 
December 11 at La Cabana, 7:00 pm.  . 
    
Old Business 
None 
 

New Business 
Schedule some of the new activities and add more ideas 
· Seymore Marine Discovery Center, Santa Cruz…tours of the 

research center, very nice.  http://www2.ucsc.edu/
seymourcenter/ 

· Float through Elkhore Slough, was well done, guided tour  good 
around May (sea Otters, mothers with babies on their check, 
birds)  Can have up to 24 people and can do as a private charter, 
3 per day.  http://www.elkhornslough.org/paddling.htm 

· Sunol Christmas Train   http://www.ncry.org/ 

never worn fins before.  
· New guy went to Butterfly House with broken fin.  Epic scale 

kelp.  Was the most amazing dive ever.  One or two fish. Lots 
of surge. Shooting down thru the canyons.  Thinking some-
thing was a cave and realizing it was a solid rock.  Super dy-
namic…not a lot of time to make good decisions 

· Jeff Tindall ..decided he should practice some of his 
skills..take off  BC, using a float back, use compass.  It was a 
total disaster…leave it at that. 

· Pearls from Dennis, Alan and Neil  
· Practice your skills:  drop your regulator and do a recovery. .  

This would be a good thing to do as a club dive.  As a gen-
eral rule, people don’t practice.  Do with a partner, it’s a 
good idea to have a word with your partner before attempt-
ing practice. 

 

Bone Nomination: 
Susan for forgetting her own weight belt and losing a borrowed 
one. 
Jim for putting Larry’s suit on. 
Winner was a tie. 
 

Raffle 
Winners were as follows: 
Jeff – Dive Tool 
Patti – Mouth Piece 
Susan – Lycra Hood donated by Patti 
Jim Driggers – Slate 
Greg Gleeson – Whistle 
Mike Brotsis – Zipper case 
Patti - Defog 
Matt - Defog 
 

Upcoming Activity and Dives: 
2010 
June 17 Board of Directors, Location TBD 
June 19 Club Dive at Lovers 3 – Matt is POC  510-409-4824 
July 1 General Meeting 
July 15 Board of Directors, Greg’s 
July 17 Point Lobos Club Dive, Pot Luck Lunch and Hike - 
Larry Muth is POC 925 254-8268 
Aug 5 General Meeting 
Aug 6,7,8 NCUPS Beach and Boat Dive Photo Competition 
Aug 19 Board of Directors, Greg’s 
Aug 21 South Monastery – POC Matt 
Aug 28-29 Tahoe – POC Dennis 
Sept 1 General Meeting 
Sept 11, 14 VDM Conception Trip 
Sept 16 Board of Directors, Greg’s 
Oct 7 General Meeting 
Oct 21 Board of Directors, Greg’s 
Nov 4 General Meeting  
Nov 18 Board of Directors, Greg’s 
Dec 3 Sunol Train 
Dec 11 Holiday Party 
Dec 18 – Jan 2 Cozumel (Patti is point of contact) 
2011 
July 4 - 18 Philippines (Contact Dennis Hocker) 
2012 
August 25 – Sept 9 Chuuk, POC is Dennis. 
 

Next BOD meeting: Thursday 6/17/10 (6:30 pm dinner/7:00 
meeting) 

Next Membership meeting:  July 3, 7:30 pm, Castro Valley 
(7 pm social) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:14 pm. 
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From CDNN 

(editor’s note:  lengthly article, fact checking might be needed, I ‘m a 
Obama / NOAA fan, but my faith is shaken) 
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Powered by CDNN - Cyber Diver News Network 
June 15, 2010 
FLORIDA KEYS  — On May 27th, more than a month into the 
worst environmental disaster in U.S. history, Barack Obama 
strode to the podium in the East Room of the White House. For 
weeks, the administration had been insisting that BP alone was to 
blame for the catastrophic oil spill in the Gulf – and the ongoing 
failure to stop the massive leak. "They have the technical exper-
tise to plug the hole," White House spokesman Robert Gibbs had 
said only six days earlier. "It is their responsibility." The presi-
dent, Gibbs added, lacked the authority to play anything more 
than a supervisory role – a curious line of argument from an ad-
ministration that has reserved the right to assassinate American 
citizens abroad and has nationalized much of the auto industry. "If 
BP is not accomplishing the task, can you just federalize it?" a 
reporter asked. "No," Gibbs replied. 

Now, however, the president was suddenly standing up to take 
command of the cleanup effort. "In case you were wondering 
who's responsible," Obama told the nation, "I take responsibility." 
Sounding chastened, he acknowledged that his administration had 
failed to adequately reform the Minerals Management Service, the 
scandal-ridden federal agency that for years had essentially al-
lowed the oil industry to self-regulate. "There wasn't sufficient 
urgency," the president said. "Absolutely I take responsibility for 
that." He also admitted that he had been too credulous of the oil 
giants: "I was wrong in my belief that the oil companies had their 
act together when it came to worst-case scenarios." He unveiled a 
presidential commission to investigate the disaster, discussed the 
resignation of the head of MMS, and extended a moratorium on 
new deepwater drilling. "The buck," he reiterated the next day on 
the sullied Louisiana coastline, "stops with me." 

What didn't stop was the gusher………………..   

��������������	���������
���������������������	���������
���������������������	���������
���������������������	���������
������� http://www.cdnn.info/news/eco/

Upcoming Events 
2010 
June 19 Club Dive, Outer Lovers – POC Matt 
June 20 Father’s Day 
July 1 General Meeting 
July 15 Board of Directors, Greg’s 
July 17 Club Dive Lobos – Larry Muth POC.  We are 
 adding a club Hike and pot luck to this. 
Aug 5 General Meeting  (Connie won’t be here) 
Aug 6,7,8 NCUPS Beach and Boat Dive Photo Competition 
Aug 14 MBARI (Monterey Bay Aquarium Research In-
stitute) Open House 
Aug 19 Board of Directors, Greg’s (Connie won’t be 
 here) 
Aug 21 South Monastery, Matt POC 
Aug 28, 29 Tahoe 
Sept 2 General Meeting 
Sept 11-14 VDM Conception Trip open to Aqua Tutus in 
 June 
Sept 16 Board of Directors, Greg’s 
Oct 7 General Meeting  
Oct 21 Board of Directors, Greg’s 
Nov 4 General Meeting (Jim’s birthday) 
Nov 18 Board of Directors, Greg’s  
Dec 3 Sunol Train  
Dec 11 Holiday Party 
Dec 18 – Jan 2 Cozumel (Patti is point of contact) 
 

2011 
July 4 - 18 Philippines (Contact Dennis Hocker) 
 

2012 
Chuuk end of September, early October.  First two weeks are 
full, second  two weeks needs more people or will be cancelled 
by January 2011 
 

Meetings 
Next Membership meeting:  
Thursday July 1, 7:30 pm, Round Table, Castro Valley (7 pm 
social) 
 

Next BOD meeting:  
Thursday, July 15 at Greg Gleeson’s Home 
 

Meeting adjourned 8:12 pm 
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2010 
July 1  Membership Meeting, Roundtable Pizza, Castro Valley  7:30pm. 
July 15  Board of Directors, Location TBD 
July 17   Point Lobos Club Dive -  Larry Muth is POC 
Aug 5  Membership Meeting, Roundtable Pizza, Castro Valley  7:30pm. 
Aug 6,7,8  NCUPS Beach and Boat Dive Photo Competition 
Aug 19  Board of Directors, Location TBD 
Aug 21  South Monastery – POC TBD 
August 28, 29 Lake Tahoe 
Sept 1  Membership Meeting, Roundtable Pizza, Castro Valley  7:30pm. 
Sept 11, 14  VDM Conception Trip open to Aqua Tutus in June 
Sept 16  Board of Directors, Location TBD 
Oct 7  Membership Meeting, Roundtable Pizza, Castro Valley  7:30pm. 
Oct 21  Board of Directors, Location TBD 
Nov 4  Membership Meeting, Roundtable Pizza, Castro Valley  7:30pm.  (Jim’s 

birthday) 
Nov 18  Board of Directors, Location TBD  
Dec 3  Sunol Train  
Dec 11  Holiday Party 
Dec 18 – Jan 2  Cozumel (Patti is point of contact)  
 
2011 
Jul 4-18  Phillipines, Contact Dennis Hocker     dennis@rxscuba.com 
 
2012 
Chuuk;  end of September,  early October.   

Calendar of Events 
Check     http://www.aquatutus.com/activities.htm     for the latest calendar 
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Check     http://www.aquatutus.com/activities.htm 
 

· Dates are tentative and depend on participation. 
· Classroom sessions held at  38962 Larkspur Street, 

Newark, CA 
· For more information contact  
· Neil Benjamin: (510) 673-0073 

neil.benjamin@lamrc.com  
· Dennis Hocker:  (510) 792-5606 dennis@ rxscuba.com 

2009 Club Officers/Volunteers 
President    
 Jim Driggers jdriggers@astound.net 
Vice President 
 Chris Stensager cdelaine@pacbell.net  
Secretary 
 Connie Klein connieklein@astound.net 
Treasurer 
 Greg Gleeson gag1234@sbcglobal.net    
Membership Chair    
 Debbie Driggers driggers@astound.net  
Training Director     
 Dennis Hocker dennis@rxscuba.com      
Cen Cal Representative: 
   

Entertainment Chair 
  Alan Throop althroop@comcast.net 
Newsletter Publisher   
 Don Kelsey dwk.kelsey@gmail.com 
 

Board Members @ Large: 
 Fritz Welss fawelss@sbcglobal.net  
 Matt Warren matt@oaktownboardz.com  
 Larry Muth lnmuth@comcast.net  
 

Past President  
 Greg Gleeson gag1234@sbcglobal.net  
 

Web “Goddess”   
 Patti Shannon Hocker scubamom@rxscuba.com  
ATDC Web page:    www.aquatutus.com  

Thanks to all the contributors to this month’s 
Tooter;   Linda and Larry Muth, Alan Throop, 
Connie Klein, and any others I may have failed to 
mention.  The monthly Tooter is not possible with-
out your contributions. 

http://reefcheck.org/rcca/rcca_home.php 
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News from the Monterey Bay  
 National Marine Sanctuary  

 
Keep in touch by surfing over to:  

http://www.mbnms.nos.noaa.gov 
 
For updates on the Joint Management 
Plan review process, surf over to:   

http://www.sanctuaries.nos.noaa.gov/jointplan/ 

For Cencal updates and calendar 
http://www.cencal.org/ 

Aqua Tutus Diving Club 
P.O. Box 11952 
Pleasanton, CA  94588 

North Coast Diving since 1958 

For quick access to Chuck Tribolet’s  
 

Internet Resources  
for the Bay Area Diver  

 

http://www.garlic.com/~triblet/swell/ 


