
THE AQUA TOOTER 
Since 1958... a publication from the Aqua Tutus Diving Club, a non-profit organization established to promote Water Safety 
and to further the sport of SCUBA Diving.  
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Aqua Tutus Diving Club's  
next regular meeting: 

Thursday, November 3rd 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location:  Round Table Pizza 
20920 Redwood Rd.         Castro Valley 

510-733-9500 
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On the web at http://www.aquatutus.com 

BOD MEETING SCHEDULE 
 Nov 17 Greg’s House 6:30/7:00pm (dinner/meeting) 

 

 http://www.my.calendars.net/atdc_events  
For the most current information 
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Oct 21 or 23, Mendecino Ab Diving with Fritz Welss, 

check with Fritz fawelss@sbcglobal.net 
 

Dec 3 Point Lobos, Contact Oliver����
 

check the club calendar����

������������������������������������������� ����

���� �	��	!�����"�	#�������	!��
�	
$%&'	���������	���	

(� ����				
�			%)*+%			
�$,+�*$$-).))		

/��	�������	���	����������	�����������	/��	
���	�0�������	#�����	
��
	�������	��//����				

 

��������	��
��

��
���������	�����
for making this month’s AQUATOOTER possi-
ble:  Alan Throop, Ben Tetzner, Connie Klein, , 
Jim Driggers, Linda Muth 

IT’S MEMBER’S NIGHT AGAIN!! 
 

Are your photos or video ready for the big time?  … or just 
want to have a good reason to pull a few images or clips to-
gether, tell a little story, and share your fun of diving and pho-
tography with your friends?  At our next meeting on Novem-
ber 3, you’ll have the opportunity … we’ll have a “member’s 
night” for the entertainment program!   

Those who wish to show their work should bring up to 10-20 
still images or about 3-7 minutes of video, to present … fewer 
or shorter is great. Please bring your images or video on a 
thumb drive (that I can upload onto my PC laptop) or on a 
DVD (that I can play on the club’s residential DVD player). I 
will have Irfanview  (see www.irfanview.com), Photoshop 
Elements, and Windows Media Player ��� ����� ��	
���� 
��	���
test your images against these applications. Also, please keep 
your still images to a maximum of about 1 MB each and 
organize them in a folder with your name on it.  

You’re welcome to narrate your short program as you present. 
I’ll also have the AV system hooked up to the DVD & laptop 
for music if you want to try mixing music with your program.. 

If you have nothing to show, just come and enjoy the programs 
and the stories … they’re always interesting and great fun!  
Our club has some excellent photographers, videographers, and 
(especially) story-tellers. 
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Big Island, Hawaii 
Kona Condo for Rent 

June 15 to July 13, 2012 
Only $$450 per week 
Contact Don Kelsey 

925-820-8362 
Dwk.kelsey@gmail.com 
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At the October 6 General meeting, Ben Tetzner presented an 
Audio-Visual program on Raja Ampat – one of the “new” exotic 
dive destina-
tions for di-
vers, and on 
Bali.   

 Ben has been 
diving and 
presenting 
UW photog-
raphy pro-
grams since 
1969.  He has 
been a leader 
in the North-
ern California 
UW Photo-
graphic Socie-
ty (NCUPS) 
for over 35 years and was well known for his expertise in slide 
programs using dual-projector dissolve with synced analog-
music. Ben went digital several years ago and has enjoyed the 
ease and capabilities of using AV applications such as ProShow 
Gold for still and video entertainment productions.  �

Ben spent two weeks diving Raja Ampat and then a week diving 
at Tulamben Bay in Bali in 2007 (see Map).    

Raja Ampat is in the center of the triangle of marine biodiver-
sity, where there are more species of fish, invertebrates, and coral 
than anywhere else on earth. It is a remote, unexplored area with 
many primitive cultures. Only a few dive operations service this 
area, but it offers virgin and pristine dive-sites and a variety and 
density of marine life second to none. Ben says that he found this 
area more productive than diving New Guinea, which was previ-
ously “the” dive destination.  

 

Many thanks to Ben for presenting an informative and timely 
program.  

Green Parrot fish, by 
Ben Tetzner 

Parrot fish, by Ben Tetzner 

Nudibranch,  by Ben Tetzner 
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Meeting called to order by President Oliver Edwards at Round 
Table Pizza in Castro Valley, CA at 7:30 pm. 
 

Entertainment for This Evening: 
Program tonight by Ben Tetzner on Raja Ampat and Bali.  This 
area has the most radical currents.  It can change 4 times in one 
dive.  There is much bomb damage in this area.  It doesn’t look 
any better than in 1945.  Curry Island…the tip of the island 
looks like the bow of a big naval vessel.   
 

Guests:   
We have 6 guests tonight, 4 of whom are going to Cozumel 
with us.   
· Alec, Audrey, Marie, Roger…like to travel and like nature.  

More bird watchers than anything else.  Loved the slide show.  
Found out about the club from our website, thought it would 
be nice to meet some local divers.  Originally found out about 
us from Jim Steele.   

· Rick Sederstrom 1967-1968, when Dennis was the kid in-
structor.  He saw us on the internet.  …keeps a set of snorkel-
ing stuff.  Lived in Oahu for a while and has just returned in 
the last four years. 

· Kirk is a new diver referred by Jim Steele.  Was having trou-
ble with his ears--took the advanced class…no more prob-
lems with his ears.  Going to Cozumel next month.  

 

Future Meeting Entertainment (Alan Throop): 
· November – Members’ Night 
· Looking ahead to next year Ryan has some good suggestions:  

More programs on local diving. 
· January – Might continue Members’ Night 
· Feburary – Dennis will do a program on Monterey Dive Sites 
· Planning a members night on local diving.  Point and Shoot 

member’s night.   
· Bruce Watkins and Chuck Tribolet are good resources. 
· Ben will do a program on how to create a program. 
· Another possibility is for members to bring their photograph-

ic equipment and explain how they use their equipment. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Greg) 
Total Funds $7,918.70 
 

Membership (Meredith Florian) 
Meredith is not present tonight. 
 

Training (Dennis Hocker) 
· Last week the conditions were bad to attempt the night dive 

for the  three in our advanced class.  Dennis has a bill for 
$270…All are in favor of paying Dennis.  There’s a good 
chance to try the night dive this Saturday or Sunday  either 
breakwater or Lover’s Cove.   

· For more information on training contact Neil Benjamin 
(510) 673-0073 neil.benjamin@lamrc.com or Dennis Hocker 
(510) 792-5606 dennis@rxscuba.com 

· Note…those who have had this training and haven’t practiced 
it in some time, would benefit from this class.  Participation 
applies to our Tahoe trip too…all members are welcome to 
join in with all classes. 

 

CenCal Report  
Connie read highlights of the CenCal Minutes. 
 

Newsletter (Don Kelsey) 
No Report.  October input is probably due around the 20th. 
 

Web Goddess (Patti Shannon) 
Current newsletter is on the website as of last night.  Patti’s taking 
a class in the new HTML 5 so she can do the new stuff! 
 

Special Committee     Holiday party December 10. 
 

Old Business    None 
 

New Business 
Nominations for officers for next year.  Will be voting on the slate 
in November.    Connie - Secretary, Greg - Treasurer, Oliver - Pres-
ident and Fritz - Vice President agreed to continue although nomi-
nations will continue to be open at the next General Meeting.  Eve-
ryone is encouraged to join the board …we have fun and we learn 
more about diving. 
 

Dives: 
· Club outing.  Muth and Driggers families at Salt Point.  Great 

weather..good camping…lots of above water photography. 
· Alan – Conception VDM, Marie M, Don K, Fred W, Jim H, 

Doug W from the club.  One of the nicest in awhile.   
· Ben—good group.  Remembers why he stopped diving– not 

much life.  Anacapa and Catalina—wants to do Santa Cruz.  At 
least the water was warmer, 62 at 50 feet.   

· Marie—Played with sea lion, humboldt squid and bio-
luminescent dolphins.  50’ viz was typical.  Both evenng events 
so much luminescence that the dolphins where causing..that they 
looked ghost line.  Squid coming north out of Baja.  There are 
photos where there were 100s of them.  Fisherman were caching 
them.  Their tentacles have teeth.  The entire south coast is filled 
with them.  Juvenile sea lion interacting well with the divers.  
The fish in the reserve were used to divers.  Three large sheeps-
heads came up to cameras with mouths open.   

· Did some dancing at Luau Larry’s – no beer bongs.  
· Kirk 24th Monterey – North Monastery.  Deep Dive.  Wished he 

could have seen better but he’s still around to talk about it.  
Crawled out.  Of all the dives so far,  this was the lousiest dive.  
Dennis has done Monastery  over 500 times. 

· Chris & Oliver – week before – ���	��������������	�����������
viz got better the deeper they went.  The following week – excel-
lent dive 35 feet, 40 foot viz.  Diving at 120 feet, rocks and in-
vertabrates.  The rock fish are curious.  Purple and blue sponge, 
white sponges.  Cormorants came by at 50-60 ‘.  Second dive 
also good.  Exits weren’t so graceful. 

· Last weekend – not great.  South Mondastery 6-12’ viz.  Lots of 
algae, lots of particulates in the water.  Could walk in and out 
without entertaining people. 

· Susan – Canada,  dove 6 times.  Victoria: dive with a fellow 
from Holland—always flat diving.  Murky water—not too deep.  
Above Butchart Gardens to see the ghost sponges like pipe or-
gans under water with cracks in them.  Saw an octopus.  Went to 
Totino whale watching, bear swimming in water.  Enjoyed nudi-
branch cove.  Camera trigger was stuck—too much salt in it—
need to rinse better.   Water was 49 degrees. 

· Scott – Monterey Shootout – bad viz, surgy waves. One of his 
shots is on the cover of NorthwestDiveNews.com  October issue. 
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· Neil and Barbara,  Florida cave diving—Rocky Horror to Court-
yard at Madisson.  Potter’s Delight, pool – got 2 dives in 70 feet 
tunnel to mainline swim to Mount Shoot, then go to Potter’s 
Delight, then Rocky Horror. Most beautiful white limestone 
cave 120’ decorate the total distance.  2 hrs round trip 68-69 
degrees.  Peacock – the crypt …there’s a 9/11 tribute and dog 
tags from Iraq.  Deco at 20’,  changed to oxygen.. 

 

Bone Award   
Nominees:     Susan for not rinsing her camera.  
Oliver for taking fins off at Monastery and getting knocked over 
 

Winner:  Susan 
 

Raffle      Winners were as follows:  
Patti – Lanyard 
Fritz – DVD 
Susan – 50 Dives book 
 

Upcoming Activity and Dives: 
2011 
Nov 3              General Meeting 
Nov 17            Board Meeting 
Dec 3              Point Lobos, Oliver POC 
Dec 10 Holiday Party (6:30-7:00 start time til whenever)  
Dec 17 – Jan 02  Cozumel – Patti is POC 
 
2012 
Aug 26 to Sept 9  Chuuk.  $5200 plus air fare  Dennis is POC.  
This is Fantastic!  Neil will add a Palau trip for anyone interested. 
 
2013 
Apr 17 – 27 Manado, North Sulawesi, Indonesia (POC Dennis) 
$1700/person 10 nights double occupancy.  Must add air fare, 
round trip somewhere in the $1700 range.   San Fran to Singapore 
to Manado.  
 
Next BOD meeting: Thursday October 20 at Greg Gleeson’s  
(6:30 pm dinner/7:00 meeting) 
Next Membership meeting:   Thursday November 3 7:30 pm, 
Round Table, Castro Valley (7 pm social). 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
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Fritz called the meeting to order at 7:26 pm. Present were Fritz 
Welss, Connie Klein, Patti Shannon Hocker, Dennis Hocker, Alan 
Throop,  Meredith Florian and Gregg Gleeson 
 

Entertainment (Alan Throop)  
November - Members Night or TBD 
December  -  No General Meeting… Holiday party, Dec 10, La 

Cabana Restaurant, Newark & Annual club trip to Cozumel 
over Holidays 

January – Members Night 
February – Monterey Dive Sites - Dennis 
March – Members Local Dive sites and Swap Meet 

April – Point and Shoot members nights 
Paul Tetzner on Preparing an AV program -TBD 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Greg Gleeson)     Approximately $8,194 
 

Membership (Meredith Florian)        64 Members. 
 

Director of Training (Dennis Hocker) 
· Three people are still trying to complete their Advanced Open 

Water.  They need their deep dive.  Looks possible for next 
week.  It will be on the calendar. 

· Looking at starting an advanced class at Tahoe.  A few attend-
ed the First Aid, First Responder.  Nobody has showed strong 
interest in AED, DAN02 or Rescue Diver courses. 

   
Newsletter (Don Kelsey not present)   Input is due by tonight. 
 

Webgoddess (Patti Hocker) 
Calendar is updated as of the first of the month. People are seeing 
it and coming to meetings. 
 

Special Committee: Holiday Party 
December 10 at La Cabana, 7:00 pm.   
 

Old Business 
· Looking at new communications web technologies.  This is 

assigned to Debbie.  No progress on this at this time.  We have 
set up a Facebook page and the Yahoo Groups.  Debbie was to 
get with Ryan. 

· Officers for next year:  Oliver-President, Fritz-Vice President, 
Greg - Treasurer, Connie - Secretary and Meredith - Member-
ship will continue for another year.  We will still take nomina-
tions at the next General Meeting prior to voting. 

New Business 
· Want to tell the club members how to access our website to 

encourage loading personal dives on our calendar. 
· Meredith will look into boat dives for October/November, for 

the Aquarium or Pinnacles. 
· We’ll ask Don Kelsey to put a notice in a few times a year re-

minding people that the POC is a Point of Contact and any 
member  is welcome to plan a dive and put in on our web.  
They don’t have to be a dive master or the director of training 
or a board member to do this.  Also, any club dive is done with 
the expectation that there will be people there to help.   

 

Upcoming Events 
2011 
Nov 3 General Meeting 
Nov 17 Board meeting at Greg’s 
Dec 17 Point Lobos, Oliver POC 
Dec 10 Holiday Party 
Dec 17 – Jan 1 Cozumel 
2012     Chuuk August 26 - September 9. Have 2 openings. 
2013      Indonesia April 17 - 27 
 

Meetings 
Next Membership meeting:  
Thursday November 3, 7:30 pm, Round Table, Castro Valley (7 
pm social) 
 

Next BOD meeting:  
Thursday, November 17 at Greg Gleeson’s in Castro Valley, 6:30 
dinner, 7:00 pm meeting 
 

Meeting adjourned 8:12  pm 
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Hopkins Marine Station Open House,  
Saturday, October 29, 2011, 10AM – 4 PM 
Reported by Alan Throop 
 
Founded in 1892 as the first marine laborato-
ry on the west coast of North America, Hop-
kins Marine Station is located next to the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium ( 120 Oceanview 
Bld, Pacific 
Grove, CA  831
-655-6200) and 
operated by 
Stanford Uni-
versity. 

This is a free 
event and open 
to the public. It 
has been five 
years since the 
last open house, 
so be sure to 
take advantage of this opportunity to learn about the teaching and 
research programs at the Station. Faculty and students from ten di-
verse labs will be available to talk with you about their research and 
have put together displays and demonstrations to show what they 
do.  

There will be opportu-
nities to learn about 
marine mammals, 
aquatic birds, fish, in-
vertebrates, and algae. 
There will be games for 
kids, firing of a water 
cannon, a parasite pet-
ting zoo, a knitted kelp 
forest, squid dissec-
tions, short talks by 
faculty and students, 
and the always popular 

tuna feeding.  

We look forward to 
seeing you and shar-
ing both the rich his-
tory of this century-
old facility and the 
current cutting edge 
research that takes 
place at Hopkins.  

NOTE:  The limited 
on-site parking will 
be restricted to handi-
capped visitors, so 
please plan to park outside 
and walk onto the campus. 

More information on their 
website at http://www-
marine.stanford.edu 
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On September 23-25, Aqua Tutus had a club camp out at Salt 
Point State Park.  
Sea conditions were a little rough but several divers did go in the 

water. None were 
from Aqua Tutus. 
For the Tooters 
who came up to 
the event, visibil-
ity looked like it 
would be under 
two feet and not 
worth the effort. 
Since it was only 
the Muth and 
Driggers families 
that came up, per-
haps they’ve got-
ten spoiled by 
visibility more 
commonly seen in 
the tropics.  
 
Nonetheless, the 
camping was 
great as was the 
potluck feast and 

campfire on Saturday night. The above water photography condi-
tions were excellent with  little wind, comfortable temperatures, 
and generally partly cloudy to sunny skies throughout the trip. 
There was a light rain on Saturday night, but it stopped by Sun-
day morning.  
 
Despite the recently finished red tide and abalone die-off, abbing 
was permitted along the Sonoma coast during the trip. 

Relaxing and watching waves.jpg  
Jim Driggers 

Group Photo from Linda Muth showing Kathy and 
Larry Muth, Jim and Debbie Driggers, and Linda 
Muth 
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2011 
Nov 3    General Meeting at Roundtable, Castro Valley 
Nov 17   BOD  meeting at Greg’s 
Dec    No General Meeting 
Dec 3      Point Lobos, Oliver POC 
Dec 10    Holiday Party 
Dec 17 – Jan 1 Cozumel 
2012 
Jan 5    General Meeting at Roundtable, Castro Valley 
Aug 26-    Chuuk    Contact Dennis   dennis@rxscuba.com 
Sept 9 
2013 
Apr 17 – 27   North Sulawesi dennis@rxscuba.com 
 

Calendar of Events 
Check     http://www.aquatutus.com/activities.htm     for the latest calendar 
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http://www.cadivingnews.com/ 
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Check     http://www.aquatutus.com/activities.htm 
 

· Dates are tentative and depend on participation. 
· Classroom sessions held at  38962 Larkspur Street, 

Newark, CA 
· For more information contact  
· Neil Benjamin: (510) 673-0073 

neil.benjamin@lamrc.com  
· Dennis Hocker:  (510) 792-5606 dennis@ rxscuba.com 
 

2011 Club Officers/Volunteers 
President    
 Oliver Edwards ode5@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President 
 Fritz Welss fawelss@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary 
 Connie Klein  connieklein@astound.net 
Treasurer 
 Greg Gleeson gag1234@sbcglobal.net    
Membership Chair    
 Meredith Florian meredithnp@yahoo.com  
Training Director     
 Dennis Hocker dennis@rxscuba.com      
Cen Cal Representative: 
   

Entertainment Chair 
  Alan Throop althroop@comcast.net 
Newsletter Publisher   
 Don Kelsey dwk.kelsey@gmail.com 
 

Board Members @ Large:  
 Jeff Tindall jatindall@aol.com  
 Debbie Driggers driggers@astound.net  
 Tim Tinorio tim_t78@hotmail.com  

Past President  
 Jim Driggers jdriggers@astound.net  
 

Web “Goddess”   
Patti ShannonHocker  scubamom@rxscuba.com  
ATDC Web page:    www.aquatutus.com  
 

http://reefcheck.org/rcca/rcca_home.php 

Big Island, Hawaii 
Kona Condo for Rent 

June 15 to July 13, 2012 
Only $$450 per week 
Contact Don Kelsey 

925-820-8362 
Dwk.kelsey@gmail.com 
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The “POC” is a Point of Contact for a club dive.   
Any member  is welcome to plan a dive and put in 
on our web site calendar.  You  don’t have to be a 
dive master, or the director of training, or a board 
member to do this.  Any club dive is done with the 
expectation that there will be people there to help.   
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News from the Monterey Bay 
 National Marine Sanctuary 

 
Keep in touch by surfing over to:  

http://www.mbnms.nos.noaa.gov 
 
For updates on the Joint Management 
Plan review process, surf over to:   

http://www.sanctuaries.nos.noaa.gov/jointplan/ 

For Cencal updates and calendar 
http://www.cencal.org/ 

Aqua Tutus Diving Club 
P.O. Box 11952 
Pleasanton, CA  94588 

North Coast Diving since 1958 

For quick access to Chuck Tribolet’s  
 

Internet Resources 
for the Bay Area Diver 

 

http://www.garlic.com/~triblet/swell/ 


